Kansas Department of Transportation

Open Access Broadband

THE EISENHOWER LEGACY
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM

The Eisenhower Legacy Transportation Program (IKE) established the Innovative Connected

Technologies set-aside to be funded at $10M per year. This will allow broadband providers to
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gain access to state-owned infrastructure like conduits, vaults and building access in highway
right of way.

To make it easier for public and private partners to work together to expand broadband across
Kansas. Focus on using existing infrastructure, when possible, to lower costs and speed up

OBJECTIVE deployment. The effort supports better connectivity for transportation systems, businesses and
communities.
AVAILABLE KDOT will recover costs from partners who utilize its broadband infrastructure. Fees collected

will help pay for maintenance, operations, and future system construction costs. Costs are shared
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among users based on their portion of the system.

Projects include installing or expanding broadband infrastructure within KDOT right of way, such
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as fiber, conduit, and related facilities. Priority is given to projects that use existing infrastructure
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or align with the “Dig Once” approach. New construction may be considered when it provides

clear benefits and does not negatively impact existing assets.

Private broadband providers and public entities are interested in expanding broadband
infrastructure. Partnerships may involve leasing existing infrastructure or jointly building new
systems. All partners must coordinate with KDOT and follow established processes.

ELIGIBLE
APPLICANTS

Partners are expected to share in cost of construction and ongoing system use. Initial costs may
PROJECT COSTS include a portion of construction expenses, while ongoing costs cover maintenance and
operations. Cost-sharing is typically proportional to each partner’s use of the infrastructure.

All projects must follow KDOT construction standards and the Utility Accommodation Policy.

REQUIREMENTS Partners must obtain required permits, maintain insurance, and avoid interfering with other users
of the system. Work in shared spaces must be coordinated to protect infrastructure and ensure
safety.

KDOT reviews requests based on infrastructure availability, project needs, and alignment with
state priorities. Projects on key routes or that support shared infrastructure may receive higher
priority. Coordination with KDOT staff is required to evaluate feasibility and finalize agreements.

SELECTION
PROCESS

Applications must first check if infrastructure is available along their desired route using KDOT’s
mapping tools. If available, submit an application, if not submit a permit request for new
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construction. KDOT reviews requests and works with applicants to finalize agreements and
project details.
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