
U.S. 56 Study
Galva Meeting
March 16, 2026

Pub # KA-7405-01.PR1.2026.03

Disclaimer: The materials in the presentation are for informational purposes only and show U.S. 56 
concepts considered during the project study. A final preferred concept has not been selected. Study 
recommendations will be finalized in the future. There is currently no funding for design or construction.



Meeting Agenda

U.S. 56 Study 
56-106 KA-7405-01

McPherson and Marion counties

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

1. Introductions 
2. Study Overview

• Study Outreach
• Potential Base Project

3.  Existing U.S. 56 in Galva 
4.  Galva Options
5.  Next Steps
6.  Discussion & Questions 



Study Overview

U.S. 56 Study for McPherson & Marion counties
• 36 miles with six cities
• Add shoulders
• Consider passing lanes, intersections, and urban areas
• Goals: enhance safety, keep traffic flowing, and reduce maintenance
• Not currently programmed for construction

U.S. 56 Study 
56-106 KA-7405-01

McPherson and Marion counties

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

Project Contact

Lindsey Milburn
Public Involvement Specialist
KDOT.Engagement@ks.gov
785-296-3830



Typical Timeline for a KDOT Project

Pub# KA-7405-01.PR3.2026.1

Project identified as a regional priority during Local Consult
(U.S. 56 identified in 2023)

U.S. 56 Study
 56-106 KA-7405-01

McPherson and Marion counties

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

Project Study Phase 
 (We are here)

Preliminary Design

Final Design

Construction
 (This project is not yet funded for construction)



Study Outreach

U.S. 56 Study 
56-106 KA-7405-01

McPherson and Marion counties

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

• Three Local Advisory Group meetings 

• July 2025

• November 2025

• January 2026

• Two Public Open House meetings

• July 2025

• December 2025 

• Additional meetings with local communities



Passing Lane B between Galva & Canton (22nd Ave. and 25th Ave.)

Passing Lane C between Lehigh & Hillsboro (Diamond Rd. and Goldenrod Rd.)

Hillsboro Reconfiguration

Passing Lane D by the Marion Reservoir (Between Old Mill Rd. and Remington Rd.) 

Potential Base Project and Additional Improvements

U.S. 56 Study 
56-106 KA-7405-01

McPherson and Marion counties

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

Potential Project: Shoulders & Intersections

Passing Lanes

Urban Reconfigurations

Additional Intersection 
Improvements

Bridge Replacement

Additional Priorities Identified by the Local Advisory Group



M
ai

n 
St

.

M
cP

he
rs

on
 S

t.

Em
pi

re
 S

t.

M
ul

be
rry

 S
t.

Existing U.S. 56 in Galva
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• U.S. 56 is a regional highway, running parallel to I-70

• 5,720 vehicles per day

• 3-lane section in Galva

• Access points

• 45 mph speed limit on U.S. 56 through Galva

• Maintenance issues 

• This section of U.S. 56 in Galva was not part of the 1988 U.S. 56 reconstruction project

• Has not been reconstructed since originally constructed in 1929



Access Management & Safety
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• Research indicates:

• Reduces total crashes by 5-23% (FHWA)

• Access management neither increases nor decreases 

business failure rates. (FHWA)

• Three states (Kansas, Minnesota, and Texas) studied the 

effect of access projects on property values, and they all 

found that property values stayed the same or 

increased.

• What is access management?

• Controls access between roadways and land development

• Promotes efficient and safe movement of people and goods

• Benefits of access management

• Reduces congestion 

• Enhances safety by removing conflict points

Typical conflict-point diagram for a conventional 4-leg signalized intersection

Total conflict points = 32



Galva Reconstruction Option

• Keep U.S. 56 through Galva

• Consolidates entrances – examples above

• Maintains speed reduction
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Hillsboro Urban Improvement Options shared at open house meetings in December 2025



Galva Bypass Option 
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• Moves mainline U.S. 56 and through traffic outside of Galva

• 65 mph speed limit on bypass to match rest of U.S. 56 corridor

• 3 access roads to Galva

• Existing U.S. 56 speed limit could be lowered



Next Steps
Event Date Purpose

Community Meetings

February 27, 2026
Virtual

March 16, 2026
In-Person

Screen additional urban improvements with the 
respective communities

Draft Report March 2026 Document the preferred concept and stakeholder 
engagement

KDOT Executive Committee April 2026 Approve concepts and determine whether to proceed 
with design

Email to LAG Following the KDOT Executive 
Committee Send the final report

Final Study Public Meeting Summer 2026 Share projects approved by KDOT Executive 
Committee for further development
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• If the Galva Bypass option is selected by the KDOT Executive Committee, there would be additional public engagement

• Construction funding will be determined at a later date



DISCUSSION & QUESTIONS



THANK YOU
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