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Kansas Opportunities 

Agriculture development 

Essential Air Service and Air Ambulance Opportunities

Medical and high value cargo delivery opportunities

R&D Opportunities

Public Safety Support

Battlefront leveraging emerging aviation technology and automation

NDAA/FCC/FHWA/FAA ban on drones from countries of concern creating opportunities 

TAG Point Defense Battle Lab efforts to test and develop cUAS 

Recent Presidential EOs on drones and eVTOLS



Drones Small and Large
        

   

         

         

Textron Nuuva 

Pyka Pelican @ Kelly Hills 

KSU 

Category 
Maximum Gross 

Takeoff Weight (Lbs.)

Normal Operating 

Altitude (ft)
Speed (KIAS)

Group 1 0-20 <1200 AGL 100 KTS

Group 2 21-55 <3500 AGL <250

Group 3 <1320 <250

Group 4 >1320 Any

Group 5 >1320 >18,000 MSL Any 

<18,000 MSL

Unmanned Aircraft Systems Categorization Chart

Ft Feet

AGL Above ground level

MSL Mean Sea Level 

Lbs. Pounds

KTS Knots

KIAS Knots indicated airspeed

Legend



Advanced Air Mobility
       

Advanced Air Mobility (AAM), Regional Air Mobility (RAM), Urban 

Air Mobility (UAM)

 New aircraft capable of enhancing multimodal connectivity

 Typically, electric or hybrid

 Reduced noise

 Incorporate automation 

 May be conventional take off and landing (CTOL), short take 

off and landing (STOL), or vertical takeoff and landing 

(eVTOL) 
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AAM, A New Form of Mobility
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AAM Ecosystem
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Enabling Infrastructure 

Reduced noise 

compared to 

traditional aviation

        

 Salina Test Site 

(Airport Authority/KSU with AK Agreement) 

  Kelly Hills Test Range (Agreement with AK) 

 49,000 sq miles over 4 states

 NIAR WERX flight test capabilities

 Airports and Vertiports        

 
         



Enabling Technology

Reduced noise 

compared to 

traditional aviation

New technology

to improve 

transportation

and accelerate 

economic 

development

       

 

 Detect And Avoid Systems (DAA)

 Ground based radar and systems to enable 

BVLOS Operations

 Unmanned Traffic Management (UTM) system

 Communications

 Airport/Vertiport Electrification

 cUAS – Counter UAS- Detect, Track, Identify, 

and in the future, Neutralize 
        

 

        

 

Oklahoma Vigilant Flight Horizon  System



Emerging Aviation Technology Considerations

AAM planning for the future (state level ecosystem with stakeholder collaboration)

Electrification and infrastructure improvements to enable R&D, testing, operations

 Physical and digital infrastructure, on and off airport development

 Filling communications, surveillance, and traffic management gaps

Community engagement

Manufacturing and support services collaboration, facilitation, and development

Workforce development

Education and Outreach

Aviation Advisory Committee 

Statewide Emerging Aviation Technology working group



Navigating the Roadmap

Part 1- Kansas Aviation History and AAM Foundation 

Part 2- AAM Strategic Alignment, Stakeholder Efforts, Use Case Overview

Part 3- Market Analysis and Economic Impact Study, Use Case Analysis, 

Enabling KS Potential

Part 4- AAM Roadmap

https://aviation.ks.gov/AAM.html 

https://aviation.ks.gov/AAM.html


Navigating the Roadmap- Strategic Evolution



Part 4- Enabling Activities by Role



Enabling AAM 
Operations

 

Objective 1: Establish 
Operational Evaluations 

and Testing System

Objective 2: Empower 
Kansas Use Cases

Objective 3: Incorporate 
AAM in Kansas Strategy

Objective 4: Establish 
Efficient and Effective 

Governance 

Ensuring AAM 
Infrastructure and 

Services Readiness 
 

Objective 1: Develop 
Vertiports and Supporting 

Infrastructure 

Objective 2: Determine 
Enhanced Infrastructure 

and Services 

Objective 3: Establish 
Service Providers 

Connecting AAM 
Stakeholders

Objective 1: Convene 
Communities

Objective 2: Connect 
Industry

Objective 3: Enable 
Airports

AAM Economic and 
Workforce 

Development
 

Objective 1: Demonstrate 
AAM Job Growth

Objective 2: Prepare an 
AAM Ready Workforce

Objective 3: Cultivate AAM 
Interest



Enabling AAM 
Operations

 

Objective 1: Establish 
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Objective 1: Pursue AAM 
Job Growth

Objective 2: Prepare an 
AAM Ready Workforce

Objective 3: Cultivate 
AAM Interest

Objective 1: Establish Operational Evaluations and Testing System 
Activity 1: Create a Kansas AAM Innovation Portal 

Activity 2: Enable Flight Demonstrations 

Objective 2: Empower Kansas Use Cases 
Activity 1: Improve Air Medical Operations with AAM 

Activity 2: Invest in Precision Agriculture Operational Enablers 
Activity 3: Improve Air Cargo Operations 

Activity 4: Enhance Emergency Management with AAM 
Activity 5: Boost Passenger Air Mobility 

Objective 3: Incorporate AAM in Kansas Strategy  
Activity 1: Integrate AAM into Transportation Plans

Activity 2: Integrate AAM into Other Kansas Strategic Plans 

Objective 4: Establish Efficient and Effective Governance 
Activity 1: Encourage Innovation and Investment through Policy 

Activity 2: Create an AAM Advisory Council 
Activity 3: Establish Formal State AAM Leader 



Enabling AAM Operations

  Objective 1: Establish Operational Evaluations and Testing System 
Activity 1: Create a Kansas AAM Innovation Portal
 Create a centralized resource that catalogs AAM test sites, labs, and capabilities.
Activity 2: Enable Flight Demonstrations
 Support planning and infrastructure for AAM flight demonstrations.

  Objective 2: Empower Kansas Use Cases 
Activity 1: Improve Air Medical Operations with AAM 
 Develop a strategy to deploy AAM technology for medical transport.
Activity 2: Invest in Precision Agriculture Operational Enablers 
 Position Kansas as a leader in advancing large UAS for precision farming.
Activity 3: Improve Air Cargo Operations 
 Develop a strategy to enhance cargo distribution operations with AAM.
Activity 4: Enhance Emergency Management with AAM 
 Develop a strategy to integrate AAM into Kansas emergency management services.
Activity 5: Boost Passenger Air Mobility 
 Develop a strategy to improve passenger access to air mobility.



Enabling AAM Operations

Objective 3: Incorporate AAM in Kansas Strategy  
Activity 1: Integrate AAM into Transportation Plans 

Include AAM in long-term transportation plans and strategies at state, regional, and 
local levels.

Activity 2: Integrate AAM into Other Kansas Strategic Plans 
Integrate AAM Across Kansas Strategic Plans: Aligning Workstreams, Priorities, and 
Objectives

Objective 4: Establish Efficient and Effective Governance 
Activity 1: Encourage Innovation and Investment through Policy 

Incentivize innovation through policy aligned with the priorities in the AAM roadmap.
Activity 2: Create an AAM Advisory Council 

Establish a formal steering group to unite state and private partners for effective AAM 
progress.

Activity 3: Establish Formal State AAM Leader 
Create a dedicated leadership role or office to oversee AAM development.



Connecting AAM 
Stakeholders

Objective 1: Convene 
Communities

Objective 2: Connect 
Industry

Objective 3: Enable 
Airports

AAM Economic 
and Workforce 
Development

 
Objective 1: Pursue AAM 
Job Growth

Objective 2: Prepare an 
AAM Ready Workforce

Objective 3: Cultivate 
AAM Interest

Ensuring AAM 
Infrastructure and 

Services Readiness 
 

Objective 1: Develop 
Vertiports and Supporting 

Infrastructure 

Objective 2: Determine 
Enhanced Infrastructure 

and Services 

Objective 3: Establish 
Service Providers 

Objective 1: Develop Vertiports and Supporting Infrastructure 
Activity 1: Define Best Practices for AAM Infrastructure 

Activity 2: Assess Financial Assistance Programs  
Activity 3: Perform Initial Feasibility Studies 

Objective 2: Determine Enhanced Infrastructure and Services 
Activity 1: Identify Surveillance Requirements and Gaps

Activity 2: Identify Weather Data Requirements and Gaps 
Activity 3: Identify Communications Requirements and Gaps

Activity 4: Explore Investment and Integration Approaches 

Objective 3: Establish Service Providers 
Activity 1: Plan Service Provision Networks 
Activity 2: Establish On-Boarding Process 

Activity 3: Initiate Cooperative Operating Practice Development
 



Ensuring AAM Infrastructure and Services Readiness 

  Objective 1: Develop Vertiports and Supporting Infrastructure 
Activity 1: Define Best Practices for AAM Infrastructure 
 Develop and share best practices for vertiport planning, design, and integration. 
Activity 2: Assess Financial Assistance Programs 
 Update the KAIP to support AAM projects and expand funding options.
Activity 3: Perform Initial Feasibility Studies
 Fund and develop vertiport feasibility studies. 

  Objective 2: Determine Enhanced Infrastructure and Services 
Activity 1: Identify Surveillance Requirements and Gaps 
 Determine AAM needs, gaps, and mitigations for low-altitude surveillance.
Activity 2: Identify Weather Data Requirements and Gaps 
 Determine AAM needs, gaps, and mitigations for weather services.
Activity 3: Identify Communications Requirements and Gaps 
 Determine AAM needs, gaps, and mitigations for communications services.
Activity 4: Explore Investment and Integration Approaches
 Determine government and industry roles in service infrastructure development. 



Ensuring AAM Infrastructure and Services Readiness 

  Objective 3: Establish Service Providers 
Activity 1: Plan Service Provision Networks 
 Plan the state approach to implement AAM service networks. 
Activity 2: Establish On-Boarding Process 
 Standardize interoperability and secure third-party services. 
Activity 3: Initiate Cooperative Operating Practice Development
 Define the state’s role in xTM federated architecture.
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Objective 1: Pursue AAM 
Job Growth
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AAM Ready Workforce

Objective 3: Cultivate 
AAM Interest

Objective 1: Convene Communities
Activity 1: Engage with AAM Consumer Communities

Activity 2: Increase Public Awareness
Activity 3: Explore Cross-State and Regional Collaboration

Activity 4: Engage with Local Government
Activity 5: Pursue Funding and Partnerships

Objective 2: Connect Industry
Activity 1: Identify Collaborative Research Opportunities

Activity 2: Convene Mission-Oriented Industry Forums

Objective 3: Enable Airports
Activity 1: Establish Airport Communities of Interest

Activity 2: Coordinate National Engagement
Activity 3: Accelerate Community Showcases

Activity 4: Leverage Emerging National Funding Programs
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Connecting AAM Stakeholders

  Objective 1: Convene Communities 
Activity 1: Engage with AAM Consumer Communities

 Connect with key organizations and user groups to shape Kansas’s AAM vision and use cases.
Activity 2: Increase Public Awareness
 Raise awareness of AAM opportunities, risks, and challenges. 
Activity 3: Explore Cross-State and Regional Collaboration
 Collaborate with nearby states to support regional AAM operations. 
Activity 4: Engage with Local Government
 Engage with local government planning and economic development organizations. 
Activity 5: Pursue Funding and Partnerships
  Explore funding initiatives and partnerships.

  Objective 2: Connect Industry 
Activity 1: Identify Collaborative Research Opportunities 
 Partner with industry to advance AAM through joint programs and public-private partnerships. 
Activity 2: Convene Mission-Oriented Industry Forums 
  Establish focused working groups to address AAM.



Connecting AAM Stakeholders

  Objective 3: Enable Airports 
Activity 1: Establish Airport Communities of Interest
 Create an online community for Kansas airport managers and sponsors.
Activity 2: Coordinate National Engagement
  Involve Kansas airport stakeholders in national level AAM activities and share insights 

locally.
 Activity 3: Accelerate Community Showcases 
 Facilitate connections between airports, service providers, and AAM operators and OEMs.
 Activity 4: Leverage Emerging National Funding Programs
 Collaborate with FAA  for current and future airport funding opportunities and explore 

additional national funding opportunities, sharing these opportunities with airports and 
communities as they become available.



AAM Infrastructure 
and Services 

Readiness 
 

Objective 1: Develop 
Vertiports and Supporting 

Infrastructure 

Objective 2: Determine 
Enhanced Infrastructure 

and Services 

Objective 3: Establish 
Service Providers 

Connecting AAM 
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Objective 1: Pursue AAM 
Job Growth

Objective 2: Prepare an 
AAM Ready Workforce

Objective 3: Cultivate 
AAM Interest

Objective 1: Demonstrate AAM Job Growth
Activity 1: Develop an AAM Business Strategy

Activity 2: Promote Kansas as an Innovation Hub
Activity 3: Attract & Retain AAM Business

Objective 2:  Prepare an AAM Ready Workforce 
Activity 1: Adapt Workforce Capabilities & Skills

Activity 2: Establish AAM-Ready Training Programs

Objective 3: Cultivate AAM Interest
Activity 1: Inspire Future Leaders

Activity 2: Foster Community Outreach Opportunities

 

AAM Economic and 
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Objective 3: Cultivate AAM 
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AAM Economic and Workforce Development

  Objective 1: Pursue AAM Job Growth 
Activity 1: Develop an AAM Business Strategy
  Create a comprehensive business plan with clear goals and funding priorities.
Activity 2: Promote Kansas as an Innovation Hub
  Market Kansas research facilities and test sites as a unified opportunity for AAM 
innovation. 
Activity 3: Attract & Retain AAM Business
  Promote job growth by connecting AAM companies to Kansas aviation areas of 
expertise.

  Objective 2: Prepare an AAM Ready Workforce 
Activity 1: Adapt Workforce Capabilities & Skills 
  Leverage Kansas’s aerospace expertise to evaluate MRO and operational training 
needs.
Activity 2: Establish AAM-Ready Training Programs 
  Develop structured and hands-on curricula to position Kansas as a global training hub.



AAM Economic and Workforce Development

  Objective 3: Cultivate AAM Interest 
Activity 1: Inspire Future Leaders
  Integrate AAM into STEM programs to engage students and develop future 
professionals.
Activity 2: Foster Community Outreach Opportunities
  Host events and exhibits to raise public awareness and excitement for AAM.



Part 4- Navigating by Workstream



Questions? 

Ray Seif
Director of Aviation

O: 785-296-6336

C: 785-496-8630

Ray.Seif@KS.Gov 

mailto:Ray.Seif@KS.Gov
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