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DESIGN POLICY

Please find the KDOT CADD Support Software Use Policy attached, which establishes
KDOT’s official requirements governing the use of civil design software and associated
workspaces. This policy is intended to augment our prior software use policy memo (2021),
providing updated and more granular detail on requirements moving forward.

This policy has been developed and refined in collaboration with Division leadership and our
ACEC partners to ensure alignment with KDOT needs, and external partner preferences.

All project teams are expected to review the attached policy carefully and ensure
compliance with its requirements.

For any questions regarding this policy, please contact KDOT CADD Support at
KDOT.CADD.Support@ks.gov.
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KDOT CADD Support
Software Use Policy

Definitions

To improve clarity for readers, the following definitions are provided for technical terms
used in this policy:

e V8i: Bentley Systems' unsupported previous generation of engineering and CADD
software

e CONNECT Edition: Bentley Systems' current generation of engineering and CADD
software

e Bentley Platform CADD Applications: Refers to Bentley Systems' base-level CADD
product (MicroStation) or any civil products built on top of MicroStation, such as
OpenRoads Designer or OpenBridge Modeler.

e OpenX Product: A generic representation of Bentley Systems' civil design software
product family including OpenRoads Designer, and OpenBridge Modeler.

e Civil Dependencies: The interconnected relationships among civil design elements,
ensuring that changes to one element automatically update related components.

e (Civil Intelligence: The smart civil metadata and properties embedded within civil
design elements in Bentley Systems' OpenX products.

e (Civil Schema: Structured framework for storing civil data in Bentley CADD files.

o KDOT Workspace: KDOT's collection of configuration files, resources, standards, and
settings that establish a consistent environment for project design.

o Software Environment: KDOT's designation for each project that specifies the required
workspace configuration version to be used.

e CADconform: Altiva Software's CADD standards compliance checking and drafting tool.

e CADconform Standards: KDOT's workspace-specific CADconform feature tables that
drive feature-based drafting and CADD standards compliance checking.

e ControlCAD Submittal: A package of final project files created and validated using
Altiva's ControlCAD software to ensure compliance with CADconform standards.

Overview

As of December 10th, 2025, KDOT is moving to a single, rolling, KDOT-approved OpenX product
version that is to be used on ALL projects currently using ANY versions of the KDOT

CONNECT Edition workspace, regardless of the software environment assigned to the

project. This policy specifically applies to the use of civil design products and does not

mandate nor prevent the use of a civil product where civil intelligence is not required and
MicroStation is sufficient. When using MicroStation it is recommended to use the matching
version for the best compatibility with our published workspace resources.



Purpose

Now that we have a clearer picture of Bentley's best practice guidance for the use of OpenX
products at scale, the purpose of this policy is to bring KDOT software use practices in-line.
While older OpenX products are not compatible with newer schema workspaces, newer
OpenX products are designed to function on both older and newer schema workspaces. By
prioritizing the use of newer products, this approach enhances system stability, leverages
improved functionality offered by updated versions, ensures compliance with security
standards by avoiding unsupported versions, and simplifies workflows by eliminating the
need to manage multiple product versions side by side.

Key Points

e Projects will remain locked to their designated software environment.

o Workspaces assigned to projects shall NOT change to match the KDOT-approved OpenX
product version.

e ControlCAD Submittals MUST adhere to the CADconform standards from the KDOT
Workspace designated by the project's software environment.

o Until superseded, the KDOT-approved product version will initially be OpenX 2023.

e This policy will not be updated to reflect each new OpenX product version adopted by
KDOT.

e Please refer to CADD Software Resources for the latest KDOT-approved OpenX product
version.

e Notifications of any future KDOT-approved OpenX product version changes will be sent
at least one month in advance via:
= KART workspace subscriber email notifications
= ACEC newsletter
= KDOT website: CADD Software Resources

Dormant Project Conversion Policy

Projects with a Notice to Proceed prior to the October 1, 2021 cutoff date referenced in
KDOT's Design Software Use Policy Memo (4-13-2021), that have remained dormant and
are now being reactivated will be evaluated for CONNECT Edition conversion on a case-by-
case basis. The evaluation will weigh the extent and cost of the proposed re-work against
the potential risks of continuing the project using unsupported legacy V8i

software. Guidance on these projects will be determined in coordination with KDOT
leadership, project managers, and CADD Support staff.
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Native Product Use
CAD files must be authored in Bentley platform CADD applications to:

= Preserve civil dependencies and civil intelligence
= Minimize unit-based design & sheet model issues
=  Promote general file stability & usability

ControlCAD Submittals will be rejected if any required files contain issues caused by
conversion from an unapproved application.

Contact Information

Your KDOT Project Manager should be able to answer questions regarding the designated
software environment of your project(s).

For any other issues or questions regarding this policy, please reach out to
KDOT.CADD.Support@ks.gov.
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