
Study Overview

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion
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U.S. 56 Expansion Study for McPherson & Marion Counties
• Selected for study through Local Consult in 2023
• Not currently programmed for construction 
• 36 miles
• 6 cities



Considerations Along Corridor

Existing Conditions:
• 8.5 miles paved shoulder 
• 27.5 miles of rock shoulder
• 22 bridges

A typical bridge-size culvert

Other landmarks to consider:
• Marion Reservoir
• U.S. 56 levee near Marion
• Railroad overpass
• MKC Grain Elevators 

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

Pub# KA-7405-01.DB2.2025.07

Bridge over Union Pacific Railroad and Mud Creek
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2049 Trucks 2049 Cars Total

Segment 1 1,705 5,545 7,250

Segment 2 1,460 4,760 6,220

Segment 3 1,130 3,670 4,800

Segment 4 1,370 4,455 5,825

Segment 5 1,965 3,275 5,240

Segment 6 1,580 2,640 4,220

Traffic Volume Along Corridor

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

QR 
CODE

Pub# KA-7405-01.DB3.2025.07
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• Overall traffic volume is higher on the west 
side of the corridor.

• Traffic volume is estimated to increase by 
about 30% between 2029 and 2049.

• Truck traffic will increase along with 
passenger traffic.
o 23.5% of traffic is trucks west of Hillsboro.
o 37.5% of traffic is trucks east of Hillsboro.

*Segments do not indicate any prioritization and are only used to identify areas for improvement along the 36-mile corridor.



Crash History

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

QR 
CODE

Pub# KA-7405-01.DB4.2025.07

Crash heat map at U.S. 56 & K-168 
showing an example of greater 
crash frequency near intersections.
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• 20% (7 of the 36 miles) of the corridor has no passing lanes 
eastbound and westbound.

• There are 25 no-passing zones in each direction at an 
average length of 0.25 miles.

• Total Crash Rate is less (~18%) than the statewide average 
for similar roadways.

• Fatal Crash Rate is more (~23%) than the statewide 
average for similar roadways.

• Crashes are more likely to occur at intersections.

*Crash rate severity is relative to the corridor, not the state-wide averages



Potential Improvements – Paved Shoulders & Passing Lanes

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

QR 
CODE

Pub# KA-7405-01.DB5.2025.07

Paved Shoulders:
• Safer recovery area for all vehicles 
• Requires less maintenance
• Desirable in areas of high truck traffic

Passing Lanes: 
• Approximately 2 miles long 
• Designated area for passing
• Costs less than a complete four-lane 

expansion
• Safely reduces travel times

Paved Shoulder

Unpaved Shoulder

Passing Lanes
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Potential Improvement – Roundabout with Bypass Lanes

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

QR 
CODE

Pub# KA-7405-01.DB6.2025.07

Roundabout with Bypass Lanes:

• Reduce crash severity, frequency, and 
conflict points

• Reduce high-speed, right-angle, and 
head-on collisions

• Promote slower speeds

• Increase traffic flow

• Accommodates truck traffic and 
passenger cars
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Roundabout with Bypass Lanes to reduce crash severity and 
frequency

Bypass Lane

Roundabout 
Traffic



Potential Improvement – Dedicated Turning Lanes

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

QR 
CODE

Pub# KA-7405-01.DB7.2025.07

Dedicated Turning Lanes:
• Improve clarity of driver intentions and 

expectations
• Minimize risk of rear-end and side-

impact collisions with through traffic
• Improve traffic flow
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Dedicated turning lanes to improve driver clarity

Dedicated Right 
Turn Lane

Dedicated Left 
Turn Lane



Potential Improvement – Offset Turn Lanes

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

QR 
CODE

Pub# KA-7405-01.DB8.2025.07

Offset Turn Lanes:
• Improve visibility 
• Mitigate conflicts for vehicles 

entering the intersection
• Improve traffic flow
• Decreases the frequency and 

severity of crashes
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Offset turn lane example showing increased sight lines

Offset Turn 
Lane

Driver Sight 
View



Potential Improvement – Other Low-Cost Options

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

QR 
CODE

Pub# KA-7405-01.DB9.2025.07

Other Low-cost Options:
• Rumble Stripes - rumble strips coated with retroreflective materials, enhancing visibility at night and in wet weather
• Rumble Strips - textured patterns rolled or milled into the pavement to create noise and vibration
• Speed advisory signage
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Shoulder Rumble StripsShoulder Rumble Stripes



Study Overview & Public Input Instructions

WHO WHAT WHEN

KDOT Previous Local Consult October 11, 2023

City & County 
Officials Local Advisory Group

June 2025
November 2025
January 2026

General Public Open Houses July 2025
December 2025

KDOT Local Consult Meeting
Salina, Kansas October 23, 2025

KDOT Select preferred projects Spring 2026

For more information, please visit:
ksdot.gov/US56-McPherson-Marion

QR 
CODE

Pub# KA-7405-01.DB10.2025.07

Please share your insights to help us develop 
proposed improvements for the U.S. 56 corridor!
 
Instructions:
1. Place a RED dot on locations where improvements 

should be prioritized the most.
2. Place a YELLOW dot on locations where improvements 

should be moderately prioritized.
3. If you want to include any comments with a placed 

colored dot, please write the number of the dot on a 
sticky note and place the sticky note at the bottom of the 
exhibit.

General comment forms are also available! Please share your questions, 
comments, or concerns, and place completed forms in the comment box 
so your input is documented and considered with all other feedback.
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