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Safety Moment: Tornado Warning or Severe Weather

• Occasionally, tornados develop 
so rapidly that advance warning 
is not possible. Remain alert for 
signs of an approaching tornado.

• In a home or building? Move to a 
predesignated shelter/basement. 
If an underground shelter is 
unavailable, move to the lowest 
floor interior room or hallway, get 
under a sturdy piece of furniture. 

• Get out of automobiles. Do not try 
to outrun a tornado in your car; 
instead, leave it immediately. 

• Mobile homes, even if tied down, 
offer little protection from tornados 
and should be abandoned. 

• Flying debris from tornados 
causes most deaths and injuries.

• Always stay away from windows.



Partners



Agenda

• Project location
• Project background
• Project needs and opportunities
• Your feedback
• Next steps



Project Location

• The I-135 and I-70 interchange 
is just north and west of Salina 
in Saline County.

• This interchange is crucial to 
the roadway network in the 
state for travel east/west and 
north/south.



The I-135 and I-70 interchange is more 
than a central connection point for 
Saline County, this interchange is a 
crossroads for important national 
highways.
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Project Background

• This project scored high as 
part of KDOT’s Local 
Consult process in 2023 
and was placed into the 
IKE development pipeline.

• This project is not yet 
funded for construction.



KDOT’s IKE Transportation Program

The Eisenhower Legacy Transportation Program (IKE) is a 
10-year, nearly $10-billion investment developed with input from 
Kansans and approved by the 2020 Legislature. The program 
focuses on practical, right-sized improvements across various 
transportation modes, including highways, bridges, public transit, 
aviation, short-line rail, and bike/pedestrian paths.

$604 million
PRESERVATION PROJECTS

$307 million
HIGHWAY MODERNIZATION 
AND EXPANSION PROJECTS

$932 million
DEVELOPMENT PIPELINE*

*Projects selected for study and 
early engineering

KDOT awarded about $100 million in 
state and federal funding to local airports, 
public transportation agencies, short-line 
rail, and bicycle and pedestrian needs in 
local communities in 2024.

$

In 2024, the IKE Program delivered:

How to get involved
Every two years KDOT engages the public through 
Local Consult listening sessions held across the state.
Local Consult is an opportunity to weigh in on project 
priorities in your region.

The next round of Local Consult will be fall 2025. View the schedule 
and learn more at ksdot.gov/kdot-local-consult.

SCAN ME



Project Scope and Phase

• This project is evaluating various 
mobility and safety improvements 
that can be made to the I-135 
and I-70 highway interchange.

• This project is in the study phase, 
focused on developing 
preliminary concepts for the 
highway interchange 
improvements.



Seasons 2027 and beyond

Design
Seasons 2025 and 2026

Study 
To be determined

Letting
To be determined

Construction

KDOT engages with the public to 
determine the purpose and need 
for the project.

• What problem are we trying to 
solve?

• How can KDOT contribute to a 
community solution?

If approved, the project will move 
forward with design of the 
selected alternative, and plan 
development will begin.

If selected for the IKE 
Construction Pipeline, contractors 
and interested parties are notified 
that the project is out for bid to 
construction.

If selected for the IKE 
Construction Pipeline, KDOT 
continues to communicate with 
interested parties throughout 
construction including information 
on road closures, detours and 
other construction impacts.

WE ARE HERE

Project Timeline by Phases

Timeline is subject to change. Construction dates won't be provided until the project is selected for the IKE Construction Pipeline.



Project Needs and Opportunities

• I-135 and I-70 support the 
growth of the state and region.

• The interchange needs 
improvements to increase 
safety and accommodate 
capacity.



On average, one 
crash occurs each 
month at this 
interchange.

Project Needs and 
Opportunities



Project Needs and 
Opportunities

Traffic counts for the 
northern loop ramps show 
there is a high percentage of 
truck traffic on I-135 and I-70 
(including northbound I-135 
to westbound I-70 and 
westbound I-70 to 
southbound I-135).



Thoughts to consider…

• What are the BIGGEST NEEDS for this interchange?

• What are the BIGGEST OPPORTUNITIES?

• What is the most important thing for the I-135 and I-70 Interchange 

Improvements project to accomplish in the short-term? Long-term?

• Other comments, thoughts or ideas you can share?



Next Steps

• Stakeholder meetings to review and refine initial concepts
• Fall 2025
• Spring 2026

• KDOT leadership to review concepts and feedback 
received from stakeholders

• Open house to preview preferred concept and gather 
feedback from public 
• Spring – Summer 2026



KDOT Wants to Hear From You

Project Comments
Submit your comments today or online 
through July 24, 2025.

For more information visit:
ksdot.gov/i135-i70-interchange

Project Contacts
Alicea Thompson
Public Involvement Specialist
KDOT.Engagement@ks.gov 

Use your phone camera to hover 
over the QR code then click to view 
the project webpage.


