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PROJECT OVERVIEW 

The Kansas Department of Transportation 
(KDOT) has determined that improvements 
may be needed at the I-35/U.S. 56/175th 
St. interchange in Gardner. This project is 
a priority for KDOT, the City of Gardner and 
Johnson County. The study will identify the 
best interim and long-term solutions for the 
interchange to improve access and address 
safety concerns and traffic flow.

In addition to the interchange, the project 
is reviewing additional locations for 
improvement, including Clare Rd., 175th St. 
and other local roads. 

Project goals include: 

Prioritize safety

Address congestion 

Support growth & development in the 
area

Deliver cost-effective solution

Address near-term & long-term needs

Improve multi-modal connectivity

This information can be made available in alternative languages and accessible formats 
upon request. Contact the KDOT Division of Communications, 700 SW Harrison St., 
2nd Fl West, Topeka, KS 66603-3745 or dial 785-296-3585 for voice. Dial 711 for 
speech/hearing impaired. 

Pub# KA-7375.FA.2025.7

The Eisenhower Legacy Transportation 
Program (IKE) is a 10-year, nearly $10 
billion investment developed with input 
from Kansans and approved by the 2020 
Kansas Legislature. The program focuses 
on practical, rightsized improvements 
across various transportation modes, 
including highways, bridges, public transit, 
aviation, shortline rail, and bike/pedestrian.

PROJECT DETAILS

Cost 
Estimate $25 Million

Scope

In the Discovery phase of the project, 
KDOT will determine project engineering 

needs and engage the community to 
gather public feedback.

Status Discovery Phase

*There is currently no funding identified for additional phases, 
including construction.

Summer 2025

PROJECT CONTACTS 
Steven Cross, P.E. 
Project Manager  
steven.cross@ks.gov
(785) 221-6441

Delaney Tholen 
KC Metro Public Information Officer  
delaney.tholen@ks.gov 
(785) 817-9365 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

KDOT has conducted traffic and safety 
analysis to identify existing traffic and crash-
related issues.

•	 U.S. 56 at Cedar Niles Rd. experiences 
the heaviest traffic during morning and 
afternoon peak hours and can back up 
almost one-quarter mile during those 
time periods.

•	 Between 2019 and 2023, a total of 
523 crashes were recorded on the I-35 
lanes, ramps, and U.S. 56 in the study 
area, based on KDOT crash data for 
that five-year period.

•	 The existing interchange at I-35/ U.S. 
56/175th St. is predicted to be over 
capacity by the year 2060.

DISCOVERY PHASE PROCESS AND TIMELINE

The process to develop a preferred alternative starts with traffic and safety data collection, data analysis, 
engineering review and determining the range of initial alternatives. Each alternative is evaluated by how well 
it meets the project goals and the needs of the community. Below outlines the process and steps taken by the 
project team to determine a preferred alternative.
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The I-35/U.S. 56 ramp locations 
are high-density crash locations.

U.S. 56 Back Up

Traffic backs up at 
Cedar Niles Rd. during 
morning and afternoon 
peak hours.
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Upcoming Engagement:
The second Public Open House is anticipated to be held 
in Fall 2025. The purpose of the meeting is to present 
the preferred alternative and gather public input.

*Dates and timeline are subject to change.

Safety/
Traffic Analysis

Winter/Spring 2025 

Public 
Survey

(April 2025)

Advisory 
Group 

Meeting #1
(May 13, 2025)

Advisory 
Group 

Meeting #2
(June 17, 2025)

Advisory 
Group 

Meeting #3
(Fall 2025)

Public
Open 

House #1
(July 1, 2025)

Public
Open 

House #2
(Fall 2025)

Refine High 
Level Concepts
Spring/Summer 2025 

Submit 
Discovery Report

December 2025

Determine Preferred 
Alternative Concept

Summer/Fall 2025

WE ARE HERE


