18th Street Bridge Replacement Project 7)18TH STREET

(I
Fact Sheet | Winter 2025 /  BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The U.S. 69 (18th Street) Bridge over the Kansas River was built in 1959 and has been a crucial part of
the community for more than 65 years. Over the course of its life, the bridge has undergone numerous
rehabilitations and repairs, however, the bridge is nearing the end of its lifespan. The project is moving
forward and KDOT is preparing for construction.

IMPROVEMENTS INCLUDE:

KDOT will be implementing additional improvements within the U.S. 69 (18th Street) full closure limits to
improve motorists’ driving experience. These improvements will include:

. Reconstructing U.S. 69 (18th Street) Bridge over the Kansas River and BNSF Rail Yard to
modern design standards

. Roadway improvements along U.S. 69 (18th Street) within full closure limits just north and south
of the U.S. 69 (18th Street) Bridge over the Kansas River and BNSF Rail Yard

. Bridge rehabilitation on bridges over Ruby Avenue, Metropolitan Avenue, Osage Avenue and the

Kansas City Terminal (KCT) / Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) Railway

Motorist Safety: 10-foot-wide
exterior shoulders and 6-foot-wide
interior shoulders.

Design: The stone pattern on the exterior
bridge concrete is consistent with other
KCK bridges.

This image is an example exhibit of what the bridge could look like upon completion.



STATE ROUTE DETOUR

During the closure of U.S. 69 (18th Street) from K-32 to Ruby Avenue, KDOT will use a State
Route Detour. Northbound traffic will exit at Ruby Avenue and southbound traffic will exit at Kansas
Avenue/K-32. Traffic will be diverted to I-70, 1-635 and 1-35 as shown on the graphic.
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SCHEDULE

Construction is anticipated to begin in mid-February 2025, with the existing U.S. 69 (18th Street)
Bridge closing to traffic the first week of March, weather permitting. Construction is expected to be
complete and the new bridge open to traffic by Fall 2027.
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