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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Project 
Area

The U.S. 69 (18th Street) Bridge over the Kansas River was built in 1959 
and has been a crucial part of the community for more than 65 years. Over 
the course of its life, the bridge has undergone numerous rehabilitations and 
repairs, however, the bridge is nearing the end of its lifespan. The project is 
moving forward and KDOT is preparing for construction.

Improvements include:
•	 Reconstructing U.S. 69 (18th Street) Bridge over the Kansas River and 

BNSF Rail Yard to modern design standards
•	 Roadway improvements along U.S. 69 (18th Street) within full closure 

limits just north and south of the U.S. 69 (18th Street) Bridge over the 
Kansas River and BNSF Rail Yard

•	 Bridge rehabilitation on bridges over Ruby Avenue, Metropolitan Avenue, 
Osage Avenue and the Kansas City Terminal (KCT) / Canadian Pacific 
Kansas City (CPKC) Railway
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The On-Alignment design will replace the bridge at its current location. This design 
was selected because it: 

SELECTED DESIGN ALTERNATIVE

Construction will require a full closure of the U.S. 69 (18th Street) Bridge. This will allow 
for construction to be completed efficiently and safely for both workers and travelers. 
Additional improvements will be completed at the same time to take advantage of the 
road closures.

Construction is anticipated to begin in mid-February 2025 with closure of the existing 
18th Street Bridge occurring the first week of March. The 18th Street Bridge will be 
closed through construction.The new bridge is expected to be open to traffic by Fall 
2027.
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Preferred Alternative: 
On-Alignment

$

Minimizes Project Footprint

Limits Impacts to Adjacent Properties

Protects Environmental Resources

Provides Highest Return on Investment
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BRIDGE RENDERING
This project will replace the 
existing structure and provide 
an efficient and modernized 
bridge that will support 
continued activity along U.S. 69 
(18th Street).

Modern design standards 
include:

•	 10-foot-wide exterior 
shoulders and 6-foot-wide 
interior shoulders. 
 

•	 Visually appealing designs 
for fencing over the railroad 
and the exterior concrete 
pattern.  

•	 A concrete formliner design 
consistent with the Lewis 
and Clark Viaduct that 
connects KCK to Kansas 
City, Mo. Consistency will 
help reduce costs associated 
with maintenance and 
provide a similar look and 
feel throughout the area. 

Motorist Safety: 10-foot-wide 
exterior shoulders and 6-foot-wide 
interior shoulders.

Design: The stone pattern on the 
exterior bridge concrete is consistent 
with other KCK bridges. 

Visual Appeal: New fencing over the railroad yard.

This image is an example exhibit of what the bridge could look like upon completion.
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STATE ROUTE DETOUR
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During the closure of the U.S. 69 (18th Street) Bridge, KDOT will use a State Route Detour. Northbound traffic will exit at Ruby Avenue 
and southbound traffic will exit at Kansas Avenue/K-32. Traffic will be diverted to I-70, I-635 and I-35 as shown on the graphic.
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SCHEDULE

Legend

Completed Tasks

Future Tasks

Construction is anticipated to begin in mid-February 
2025, with the existing U.S. 69 (18th Street) Bridge 
closing to traffic the first week of March weather 
permitting. Construction is expected to be complete 
and the new bridge open to traffic by Fall 2027.

Funding
In July 2024, Governor Laura Kelly announced the U.S. Department 
of Transportation (U.S. DOT) awarded KDOT a $62.6 million Bridge 
Investment Program grant for the U.S. 69 (18th Street) Bridge 
Replacement Project. The total project cost is $121.8 million.

Closure of 18th Street Bridge Construction  
complete by Fall 2027

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027
Bridge Investment 
Program Timeline Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

Grant Award Announcement

Preliminary Design

Right of Way (ROW)

Utility Relocations

Final Bridge Design

Construction Bidding

Public Involvement

CONSTRUCTION 

Construction 
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STAY INFORMED

Project Contacts: 
Steve Bass, P.E.
KDOT Project Manager
(785) 296-3840 
Stephen.Bass@ks.gov

Delaney Tholen
KDOT Public Information
(785) 817-9365
Delaney.Tholen@ks.gov

Stakeholders can stay informed by signing 
up for project updates or submitting 
comments at the project website: 

https://18thstreetbridgekck.ksdot.gov/

Make sure to follow us at:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NEKansasKDOT 

X/Twitter: https://x.com/NEKansasKDOT/

Website: https://18thstreetbridgekck.ksdot.gov/


