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KDOT, City of Atchison close U Street bridge 
 

The Kansas Department of Transportation and the City of Atchison have closed the U 

Street bridge over U.S. 73 after a hole was discovered in the bridge deck on Aug. 18. Upon 

inspection, it has been determined that the condition of the bridge is beyond repair and the 

structure will be closed permanently. 

 

The decision to close the bridge follows a mutual understanding previously made between 

KDOT and the City that additional efforts to repair or replace the bridge would not be 

made, and that KDOT would decommission the bridge once it was deemed unusable. 

Factors considered in the decision include the age and type of the structure, its advanced 

deterioration, low traffic volume and high cost of replacement. The bridge is not part of an 

emergency route. 

 

Barricades have been placed at the entrances, and KDOT will begin planning the complete 
removal of the bridge.   

 
### 

 
This information can be made available in alternative accessible formats upon request. For information 

about obtaining an alternative format, contact the KDOT Office of Public Affairs, 700 SW Harrison St., 2nd 
Fl. West, Topeka, KS 66603-3745 or phone 785-296-3585 (Voice) / 7-1-1 (Hearing Impaired). 

 

Click below to connect to KDOT’s Social Networks: 
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