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Usually this letter highlights programs or projects of 

the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT). This 

year, instead of focusing on the advantages of specifi c 

projects or programs, I would like to discuss a prime 

benefi t of the entire Comprehensive Transportation 

Program (CTP): its economic impact.

The State of Kansas is experiencing an economic 

downturn that has severely impacted its revenue 

collections, which has created an enormous shortfall in 

the state budget. In the middle of this hard road, the CTP 

has been an amazing economic engine. It has created 

good jobs paying good wages, sent dollars to Kansas 

producers, and generated economic development in 

large cities and rural counties alike. 

A look at recent history shows that the CTP can 
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play a key role in helping Kansas emerge from its 

current economic doldrums. The previous transportation 

program, the 1989 Comprehensive Highway Program 

(CHP), was credited with keeping the state strong in the 

lean years of the early nineties.  An October 12, 1992, 

U.S. News and World Report article discussing states 

faced with a downturn in their economic fortunes put it 

this way:

“As the nation slid into recession during the second 

half of 1990, highway money began to course through 

the Kansas economy. Road expenditures leapt from 

$293 million in 1989 to $429 million in 1991, sending 

a torrent of dollars through checkbooks and cash 

registers. In what economists call the multiplier effect, 

construction workers started buying tools, contractors 



leased new equipment, and engineering fi rms started 

placing help-wanted ads. As highway money worked its 

way through Kansas’s economic bloodstream, personal 

income climbed at 2.4 percent, more than twice the 

national average (in 1991).”

Research by economists at Kansas State University 

has shown that the CHP had an economic multiplier 

of 2.6 for every dollar spent, increased private sector 

jobs by 118,000, and increased statewide income by 

$1.4 billion. Research by economists at the University 

of Kansas has shown that the CHP had a benefi t/cost 

ratio of three, meaning the program returned about 

three dollars worth of value to Kansans for every dollar 

invested.

This would suggest that the current CTP is vital to 

the state’s economic health. As I write this, the CTP’s 

funding sources are adequate to fulfi ll the promises 

made in the 1999 legislation. This is largely due to the 

courageous support of the CTP by the legislators who 

voted for a revenue enhancement package in the 2002 

session.

However, we remain concerned about future actions 

that may have a negative impact on the CTP’s funding 

stream. We are cognizant of the tremendous pressures 

on the State General Fund. But we remain convinced 

that one of the best ways to relieve that pressure is to 

retain current funding of  the CTP so that its economic 

engine can continue to power the economy and provide 

much needed revenues to the state’s coffers.

I hope that the Governor and Legislators will 

maintain the commitments made in 1999 to the 

commuters, farmers, pilots, and public transportation 

users of our state and by doing so increase the promise 

of tomorrow for all Kansans.

   Sincerely,

   E. Dean Carlson

   Secretary of Transportation
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Project Selection Criteria
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CTP SE PROJECTS
Interchanges

Corridors & Bypasses
Corridor Studies

Preliminary Engineering
and / or Right of Way Only

Wichita Rail Project
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For more information…

www.kanroad.org
Road condition information including:

�Road Conditions Reporting System (weather-related conditions)

�Construction/Maintenance Detour Information

�National Traffic and Road Closure Informatio

Kansas Road Condition Hot Line
Weather-related/construction detour and restriction information

1-800-585-ROAD (7623)

KDOT Connection
Toll-free customer service line available 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday

1-800-550-KDOT (5368)

Oversize/Overweight Permits
To receive a Kansas oversize/overweight permit, call

785-296-7400
or go to KDOT’s web site,

www.ksdot.org,
under Doing Business, Commercial Vehicle Information.


