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Austin of KDOT’s Bucklin crew recognized for 20 years of 
service 
 

Roger Austin of Bucklin was recently recognized for 20 years of service to KDOT and 
Southwest Kansas. 

 

Austin is a Bucklin native. After graduating from Bucklin High School, he worked on a 
harvest crew, the family farm, was a pen rider at a local feedyard and worked at the 
local grain elevator until it closed. He joined KDOT in 1999 as and Equipment Operator 
II Trainee and was promoted to Equipment Operator II in 2000, to Equipment Operator 
Senior in 2008 and to Equipment Operator Specialists in 2014. 

 

In his current position, as the crew’s EO Specialist, Austin is responsible for helping 
organize and oversee the crew’s activities, performing preventive maintenance and 
minor repairs on equipment, assisting with snow and ice operations, preparing 
maintenance reports and managing material, equipment and personnel utilization. 

 

He says the things he enjoys most about his job are the summer hours and having most 
weekends off. While he has many memorable moments at KDOT, responding to the 
Greensburg tornado is easily one of the most notable. Austin remembers when the call 
came in that the Greensburg community had been hit and the crew’s mobilization that 
night. He and the Bucklin crew and many others would work on clean up every day for 
the next two to three months. 

 

Austin has four daughters, two granddaughters and enjoys hunting and fishing. 
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